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Meeting Minutes

March 17, 2009

· Dr. Ron Thomas welcomed everyone and explained DCTC’s commitment to sustainability (http://www.dctc.edu/visitors-community/sustainability/index.cfm) through the American College & University Presidents Climate Commitment.  Dr. Thomas illustrated other DCTC green projects.
· Jeff Mittelstadt, VP of Sustainable Manufacturing for the National Council for Advanced Manufacturing (http://www.nacfam.org/), presented (via video-conference from Washington, D.C.) NACFAM’s efforts to pull together green technology stakeholders to develop national skill standards for Green Manufacturing.
· Dr. Gail O’Kane, System Director for Industry Partnerships in the MnSCU Office of the Chancellor, described the Governor’s Green Jobs Taskforce (http://www.mngreenjobs.com/).  Gail noted that DCTC’s nationally recognized Nanoscience Technology program was initiated at a breakfast forum six years ago and has grown to become the Midwest Regional Center for Nanotechnology Education (supported by a $3 million National Science Foundation grant).  The Chancellor’s office is confident that DCTC will be as successful implementing a Green Technology program.
· Dr. Ron Bennett, Executive Director of the Minnesota Center for Engineering & Manufacturing Excellence (http://mnceme.org/), related the mission of MNCEME to build partnerships between higher education & business and industry to stimulate economic development through education, training, and applied research.
· Dr. Mike Opp, Dean of Transportation & Industry programs reported that DCTC was awarded a $29,000 grant from the MN Department of Commerce to convert and research a plug-in hybrid vehicle.  Data collected will be sent to Bemidji State University for analysis.  The Electrical Construction & Maintenance program students are installing solar panels to power the soccer complex concession stand.  Paul Demuth, DCTC’s Director of Operations, stated that heat captured from the DCTC greenhouse (lab for students in the Horticulture program) is used to heat water resulting in the shutdown of the boilers in the summer.  Rain run-off will be collected to water the soccer fields.
· Kevin McKinnon, Director of Business Development for the MN Department of Employment & Economic Development, detailed the Governor’s Green Jobs Investment Initiative.  Tax exemptions, credits and invest credits are available from DEED.  See attached PowerPoint presentation.
· Joe Shuster, author of “Beyond Fossil Fools” (http://www.beyondfossilfools.com/), declared that unless drastic changes are made, the U.S. will exhaust its oil reserves in 37 years.    Mr. Shuster affirmed that conservation and alternative energy such as biofuels, wind and solar will be insufficient to meet U.S. energy demands by themselves.  He stated that all nations must invest in fast neutron nuclear reactors to eliminate our dependence on petroleum.
· Several companies shared success stories in implementing sustainable technologies.
· Mike Mayne – Rahr Malting (biomass fuel, capturing heat to dry grain therefore eliminating use of natural gas)
· Kim Brown – Quality Bicycle Products (natural lighting, solar panels, recycling)
· Matt Molinaro – Ecolab (floor cleaning product that eliminates the need to rinse thus reducing water consumption)
· Ben Adamson – Andersen Corporation  (recycling sawdust to create Fibrex, an energy-efficient replacement window frame material)
· Krysta Larson – MN TAP (provides assessments to companies interested in implementing sustainable practices)
· Larry Raddatz pointed out the focus on green jobs by President Obama, VP Biden, Governor Pawlenty, Mayors Rybak & Coleman and numerous trade associations, advocacy groups and professional organizations.  Mr. Raddatz also sought input from the group on what DCTC in particular, but also MNSCU in general can do to meet industry needs related to sustainability.  DCTC has a track record of implementing successful industry-driven programs over the past 10 years including, Mechatronics, Biomedical Equipment Technology and Railroad Conductor Technology.  DCTC strives to be the leader in Green Manufacturing.
